
Countdown to christmas 2020

WEEK 3 - LIGHT (JOY)

More angels come to celebrate 
the good news—they arrive at 
the shepherd’s field and begin 

praising God! 
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The angel explains the shepherds 
will find the Savior, a baby, wrapped 

in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger. 

“A Savior, the Rescuer you have been 
waiting for, is born today!” the angel 

proclaims to the shepherds. 

The angel tries to calm the 
shepherds, saying: “Don’t be afraid. I 
bring wonderful news that will bring 

joy to all of the world!” 

When the shepherds see the angel, 
they’re afraid! 

The sky lights up—God has sent an 
angel to the shepherds to tell them

the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

Mary gives birth to Jesus, wraps Him 
in swaddling cloths, and lays Him in a 
manger because there is no room for 

them anywhere else. 

Joseph brings Mary, who is pregnant, 
to his hometown of Bethlehem to be 
counted and the time comes for the 

baby to be born.

Caesar Augustus wants to know
how many people are in his empire,

so people go back to their hometown 
to be registered and counted. 

Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth,
and is so overwhelmed with God’s

goodness, she sings a song of praise. 

“I serve God with my life and want
all that you have said to happen,”

Mary tells the angel, and he leaves. 

Gabriel shares with Mary more details 
of God’s plan: “Jesus will be great and 

will be called God’s very own son!” 

Gabriel tells Mary the special news: 
She will have a baby boy, and the baby 

will be named Jesus. 

Gabriel responds to Mary, saying:  
Don’t be afraid. God is very happy  

with you!” 

Mary is greatly troubled
when she hears the angel’s greeting. 

One day, God sends the angel,
Gabriel, to Mary. Gabriel has

some very special news! 

Daily Christmas story, activities, and images adapted from Parent Cue.

Gather around every day to read the story of how God sent the gift of His Son, Jesus. 
Put the sticker on that day to count down to our celebration of the birth of Baby Jesus! 

Follow the instructions for adding an item to your bag to donate to the Haymarket Regional Food Pantry.* 

After they see the baby, the 
shepherds excitedly go and tell the 

good news to everyone they see! 

The shepherds leave their flocks and
hurry to find Mary, Joseph, and

the baby, who is lying in a manger.

CHRISTMAS 
DAY!

The shepherds return
to their flocks, praising God

for all they have seen and heard. 

Mary names the baby Jesus,
just as the angel told her to do. 

God has sent Jesus to rescue us
because God loves us so very much!

Bring bag of food to outdoor 
worship*
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WEEK 2 - FAITH
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A young couple, Mary and
Joseph, get engaged. 

Mary doesn’t understand how she 
can have a baby, but the angel, 
Gabriel, assures her: Nothing is 

impossible with God. 

At night in a nearby field, shepherds 
are watching their flocks. 

WEEK 4 - PEACE

 13  14  15   16  17  18  19

 20  21  22  23  24  25

WEEK 1 - HOPE

Add a can of 
veggies

Add a box of 
cereal

Add mac and 
cheese

Add a can 
of fruit

Add a 
dessert mix

Add a jar of 
applesauce

Add a can 
of beans

Add a box 
of pasta

Add a package 
of rice

Add a can of 
pasta sauce

Add a can  
of soup

Add a box of 
granola bars 

Add pancake 
mix and syrup

Add cookies or crackers 
(individually wrapped)

Bundle up and go 
outside after nightfall. 

Look at the stars—
those are the same 

stars the shepherds 
saw in the sky the 

night Jesus was born.

Kick off with hot chocolate. Take 
turns talking about your favorite 

Christmases of the past.

Ask everyone to choose
someone, and write a 

personalized Christmas 
card to them. Put each 

card in the mail. 

Take a car ride or walk 
on foot to see Christmas 

lights and decorations 
in your neighborhood or 

community.

Call or FaceTime a family member 
and sing them a Christmas carol.

Read a Christmas book or google a 
story online. Read it aloud together.

* Bring your bag of food to 
outdoor in-person worship 
at Haymarket Town Park on 

Sunday, December 13, at 4 PM.  
(Masks and social distancing 
are required for this event.)

Add boxed 
potatoes

Add coffee  
or tea

Add a jar of 
peanut butter

Add a jar 
 of jelly

Add canned tuna, 
chicken or beef Add soap or 

shampoo/
conditioner

Add a toothbrush/
toothpaste


